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 Construction Documents
 What are they; Why are they important; Why do we 

care?

 Michigan Construction Regulations History
 What did it used to be; What is it now; What is the 

difference?

 Plan Review Information to show on Drawings
 Extent, Use, Size & Type

 Fire

 Egress and Capacity

 Other Technical Criteria (i.e., structural, inspections)
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 CSI PRM/MOP Section 5.1.1: “…the written and 
graphic documents prepared or assembled by 
the A/E for communicating the project design for 
construction…”

 CSI PRM/MOP Section 5.1.4.5 “…graphic 
representations of the work upon which the 
contract is based…They show the quantitative 
extent and relationships of elements to one 
another.”
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 AIA A201 Section 1.1.5 defines Drawings: “…the 
graphic and pictorial portions of the Contract 
Documents showing the design, location and 
dimensions of the Work, generally including plans, 
elevations, sections, details, schedules and 
diagrams.”

 AIA A201 Section 1.1.6 defines Specifications: 
“…that portion of the Contract Documents 
consisting of the written requirements for materials, 
equipment, systems, standards and workmanship 
for the Work, and performance of related services.” 
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 Can have varying “purposes”…

 “Full” Traditional Set: Show what is necessary to 
make client’s vision a quality built and rewarding, 
occupiable reality.

 Pricing Set: Show just what is necessary to obtain 
confident pricing to within an acceptable margin of 
error or risk tolerance for client.

 Permit Set: Show just what is necessary to obtain plan 
review approvals so client can legally proceed with the 
work.
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 MBC Section 107.2.1 and MRCEB Section 
106.2.1:

“…Construction documents shall be of sufficient 
clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent 
of the work proposed and show in detail that it will 
conform to the provisions of this code and relevant 

laws, ordinances, rules and regulations…”
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 MBC Section 107.1 and MRCEB Section 106.1…

“The construction documents shall be prepared 
by…a registered design professional when required 

by 1980 PA 299, MCL 339.101.”
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 Per PA 299 of 1980 Michigan Occupational Act, 
that means all construction projects except the 
following two conditions:

Exception No. 1 – Small Public Work Projects

“This section does not apply to a public work for 
which the contemplated expenditure for the 

completed project is less than $15,000.00” [Section 
339.2011(2)]
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 Per PA 299 of 1980 Michigan Occupational Act, 
that means all construction projects except the 
following two conditions:

Exception No. 2 –Typical Residence

“A person…who is planning, designing, or directing 
the construction of a residence building not 

exceeding 3,500 square feet in calculated area.” 
[Section 339.2012(d)]
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 Best described as “Helter-skelter”…

 Any local jurisdiction could use anything, most 
often one of the three U.S. model codes available 
were selected (BOCA, UBC, SSBC)

 Jurisdictions could ‘modify’ their adopted codes 
as they liked.

 Was not a ‘minimum’ statewide building 
standard established; no Bureau yet…

 Many areas did not have a code…
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 Effective date of new PA 230 Construction Code 
Act and the Bureau of Construction Codes was 
formed.

 Significance was:

 Enforcement was now ‘required’ and ‘consolidated’ at 
the state level which also established some 
‘minimums’.

 Still a bit helter-skelter (no consistency ‘required’) 
since although a code was required, specifics were still 
left to the local jurisdiction.
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 Effective date of significant revision to PA 230 of 
1972, including renaming to, Stille-DeRossett-
Hale Single State Construction Code Act

 Two major changes occurred:

 #1: Authority to adopt and amend construction 
regulations (codes) at the local level was eliminated.

 #2: Adopted and amended, statewide, construction 
regulations based primarily on ICC’s model codes 
(i.e., IBC, IRC, IMC, IPC, IECC and later added IEBC).
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 PA 230 Section 125.1502a/Sec. 2a/(1) defines 
“Construction Regulations” as:

“…a law, act, rule, regulation, or code, general 
or special, or a compilation thereof, enacted or 
adopted by this state…relating to the design, 
construction, or use of and the installation of 

equipment in buildings and structures. 
Construction regulation does not include a 

zoning ordinance…”
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 Code = Statewide; typically limited to the 
building proper

 Zoning = Local Ordinances; typically limited to 
all other elements of the site except the building 
proper

Should be mutually exclusive with no 
overlap…should be…

Also, zoning requirements should not be 
construction regulations…should not be…
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 Zoning Classification

 Site Area & Building Area

 Concept of “Required v Provided”:

 Setbacks

 Height

 Parking (ratio, quantity & type)
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 New Building v Existing Building

 Scope of Project / Disciplines Involved

 Current Codes:

 2012 Michigan Building Code (MBC) & Michigan 
Rehabilitation Code for Existing Buildings (MRCEB)

 2009 Michigan Residential Code (MRC)

 2009 Michigan Uniform Energy Code (MUMC)

 2012 Michigan Mechanical Code & (MMC) Michigan 
Plumbing Code (MPC)

 2014 Michigan Part 8 Electrical Code (MEC)
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 Accessibility Code Reqs v Federal Laws…
 MBC Ch. 11 (scoping) + ICC A117.1 (technical)

 DOJ’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

 HUD’s Fair Housing Act (FHA)

 Other Local v State Regulations
 Fire Code
 State = PA207 = NFPA 1-2006

 Local = ? (typically IFC)

 Property Maintenance Code
 State = n/a

 Local = ? (typically IPMC)
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C. 
(con't)

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION (1704.4 & Table 1704.4): 

CHECK 
BOX 

BELOW
IF REQ'D.

CONTINUAL PERIODIC  REQUIRED VERIFICATION AND INSPECTIONS: 

PLEASE PROVIDE THE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER OF 
THE SPECIAL INSPECTION AGENCY AND INDIVIDUAL 

PERFORMING THIS SPECIAL INSPECTION SERVICE IN THE 
SPACE BELOW.

_ X
10. Erection of precast concrete members. 

Referenced Standard: ACI 318: Ch. 16

_ X

11. Verification of in-situ concrete strength, prior to stressing of tendons in
posttensioned concrete and prior to the removal of shores and forms  
from beams and structural slabs.
Referenced Standard: ACI 318: 6.2

_ X
12. Inspect formwork for shape, location and dimensions of the concrete

members being formed.
Referenced Standard: ACI 318: 6.1.1
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Brian J. Tognetti, RA, CCCA, NCARB
Unit Manager & Associate Principal

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

(p) 248.593.0900

(e) btognetti@wje.com

www.wje.com

Benedetto Tiseo, FAIA, NCARB
President

Tiseo Architects, Inc.

(p) 248.888.1300

(e) ben@tiseo.com

Rick Kessler
First Director Deputy Building Official / 

Plan Reviewer

City of Troy

(p) 248.925.6000

(e) r.kessler@troymi.gov


